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SUBJECT: DE MARTINO URGES HARDER LINE TOWARD GOVERNMENT 

REF: ROME 14258 

1 . THE PSI NEWSPAPER AVANTI' TODAY FEATURES A FRONT PAGE 
ARTICLE BY FORMER PARTY SECRETARY FRANCESCO DE MARTINO. THE 
LONG PIECE, ENTITLED "IDEOLOGY AND POLITICS", BREAKS THE PUBLIC 
SILENCE WHICH DE MARTINO HAD MAINTAINED SINCE HIS RESIGNATION 
AS PARTY SECRETARY ON JULY 13. WITHOUT MENTIONING THE POSITION 
TAKEN BY INCUMBENT PARTY SECRETARY BETTINO CRAXI IN AN INTERVIEW 
WITH A TUNISIAN JOURNAL (FEFTEL), DE MARTINO LAID DOWN A MUCH 
HARDER LINE TOWARD THE DC MINORITY GOVERNMENT AND TOOK A SOFTER 
APPROACH TO THE PCI THAN CRAXI. THIS MAY REPRESENT DE MARTINO'S 
ATTEMPT TO STAKE OUT A POSITION ATTRACTIVE TO THE PSI LEFT 
PREPARATORY TO THE SEPT. 3 DIRECTORATE MEETING. 

2. WHILE REAFFIRMING THE CORRECTNESS OF THE PSI’S ABSTENTION 

IN THE VOTE OF CONFIDENCE ON THE GOVERNMENT. DE MARTINO EMPHASIZES 
THAT "THE DC MONOCOLORE GOVERNMENT IS EXACTLY THE OPPOSITE OF 
WHAT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO CONFRONT THE COUNTRY'S GRAVE 
PROBLEMS." HE STOPS SHORT OF CALLING FOR A GOVERNMENT CRISIS, 

BUT ADVOCATES PLACING UNRELENTING PRESSURE ON THE DC. 
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3. CONTRASTING WITH CRAXI'S EMPHASIS ON THE DISTANCE WHICH THE 
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PCI STILL MUST TRAVEL ON THE REVISIONIST PATH, DE MARTINO PUTS 
THE ACCENT ON THE POSITIVE CHANGES ALREADY UNDERTAKEN BY THE PCI. 

HE ASSERTS THAT THE PSI SHOULD PRESS THE CAUSE OF LEFTIST UNITY, 

THE "PRESUPPOSITIONS" OF WHICH HAVE ALREADY BEEN CREATED. 

EVEN THE IDEA OF SOCIALIST AUTONOMY, SAYS DE MARTINO, MUST FIND 
A NEW DEFINITION AS THE PCI INCREASINGLY ASSUMES TRADITIONAL 
SOCIALIST POSITIONS. SOCIALIST POLICY, HE CONCLUDES, MUST 
POINT ALWAYS TOWARD A LEFTIST ALTERNATIVE, SUPPORTING SOLUTIONS 
LIKE THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT ONLY AS WAY STATIONS IN A HISTORICAL 
CYCLE. BEAUDRY 
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